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whose lives are forever changed as a re-
sult of that knock on the door saying
that their loved one has been killed in
action or killed in one of these two
fights in Afghanistan or Iraq. We have
25,000 or so others wounded in some
level of severity, some who have re-
turned to the fight, and many who have
life-altering circumstances that hap-
pened in the blink of the eye. None of
them joined our services to get hurt
like that; but they have, and they are
now facing a different life, a different
style of doing things than they ever
contemplated before.

They also talked about the men and
women who continue to sign up to
serve their country. Men and women
who know if you join our Army or our
Marine Corps today, given this per-
sistent war that we are going to be in,
they will fight. This isn’t your
granddad’s army. This is an Army and
a Marine Corps that will be asked to
fight.

I marvel personally at the strength
and resolve and resoluteness that these
families exhibit. Individually they
have made incredible sacrifices. I get a
tiny, little glimpse of the anxiety when
I go to Afghanistan and Iraq because of
the concern and worry that Suzanne,
my wife, has while I am away. You and
I when we g0 are never in harm’s way.
So that helps me a little bit empathize
with what the families back home go
through 24 hours a day, 7 days a week
when they have a loved one in harm’s
way. While the loved one in harm’s way
knows whether or not something scary
is going on, the folks back home think
it is happening all the time and they
live in dread of something bad hap-
pening.

In the face of those sacrifices and
commitments that we have asked them
to make, they are standing tall and re-
enlisting in numbers that are appro-
priate, and new people are coming into
the system in numbers that are suffi-
cient to grow the Marine Corps as well
as grow the Army which will help shift
some of the burden, spread some of the
burden out across a larger number of
troops.

But I stand in awe of how magnifi-
cent these warrior families are, as well
as their warriors, doing a job that their
Commander-in-Chief has asked them to
do and that their Nation has asked
them to do, and a fight that I person-
ally believe protects America’s inter-
ests and also keeps us safer at home
than we otherwise would have been.

Mr. BOUSTANY. I thank the gen-
tleman. We all owe a great debt of
gratitude to every family who has sac-
rificed. This is hard, and every Amer-
ican should care about this and be en-
gaged in this process.

I continue to say that the men and
women who put on the American uni-
form are the finest that humanity has
to offer because of those sacrifices and
what they do. Oftentimes, whether it is
Iraq or Afghanistan or some other
tough spot, the only American that
people in these countries actually get
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to see are our American men and
women in uniform, and they are often-
times our finest ambassadors. And so
we owe them a whole lot, a great debt
of gratitude for what they have done,
and we should never forget and always
stand up.

I would urge folks, whenever they see
someone in uniform, shake their hand
and thank them for the service they
have provided, and thank their families
for the difficulties they have had to go
through.

You know, Ambassador Crocker said
today, I am going to quote one more
time here, ‘“‘Last September, I said that
the cumulative trajectory of political,
economic and diplomatic developments
in Iraq was upwards, although the
slope of that line was not steep. Devel-
opments over there, the last 7 months,
have strengthened my sense of a posi-
tive trend. Immense challenges remain
and progress is uneven and often frus-
tratingly slow, but there is progress.
Sustaining that progress will require
continuing U.S. resolve and commit-
ment. What has been achieved is sub-
stantial, and it is also reversible.”

That really summarizes where we are
today and how important it is that we
have the resolve to see this through be-
cause the consequences of failure are
immense. I mentioned that earlier.

Osama bin Laden himself has made
statements about the importance of
Iraq to these terrorist activities. I have
a quote here. This is Osama bin Laden:
“A war is underway. The epicenter of
these wars is Baghdad, the seat of the
caliphate.” The caliphate is what they
hope to achieve, an empire, an
Islamist, radical empire. ‘‘Success in
Baghdad will be success for the U.S.”

They don’t want us to succeed in
Baghdad. They want to drive us out.

Let me pull up the next chart.

I want to read this last one. This is in
a letter from Ayman al-Zawahiri, the
number two of al Qaeda, to Abu Musab
al-Zarqawi, who headed up the al Qaeda
effort in Iraq before we were able to
eliminate him: ‘“Al Qaeda’s stated Iraq
strategy consists of three steps: Expel
the Americans from Iraq; establish an
Islamic authority; and extend the jihad
wave to the secular countries neigh-
boring Iraq.”
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That’s important because the coun-
tries neighboring Iraq or Turkey, Saudi
Arabia, Jordan and Kuwait, and their
goal is to overthrow these countries.
That’s their stated goal over and over
in their communications, and that’s
why it’s critical that we have success
in Iraq because, again, we won’t have
peace throughout the Middle East. It’1l
have dire repercussions with regard to
Lebanon.

I didn’t mention Iran, which also bor-
ders Iraq, and it’s a fluid border. And
the Iranians are definitely causing mis-
chief, dangerous mischief in Iraq and
around the region. That’s what’s at
stake here, and that’s why we must be
successful in Iraq.
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With that, I want to conclude. I want
to thank my colleagues for partici-
pating in this. I can’t help but think of
a Gold Star mother back home, Yvette
Burridge, who’s a friend of mine who’s
son went to high school with my son in
Lafayette, Louisiana, Marine, Private
First Class, David Paul Burridge who
was killed in action on September 6,
2004 at 19 years of age. And every time
I see Yvette Burridge, she has pride in
her eyes. She’s proud of what her son
did. She’s proud that he gave his life
for his country.

And we all have stories like that that
we should commemorate, those who
have given their lives and who have
been wounded in this effort. But we
should never forget this effort. It’s
critically important to success in
American foreign policy and American
national security.

———

HONORING BEN CRENSHAW

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
RICHARDSON). Under a previous order of
the House, the gentleman from Georgia
(Mr. BROUN) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, today I rise to honor and pay
tribute to an exceptional athlete and
distinguished American, Ben Crenshaw.

Architect, historian, gentleman, all
of these words correctly portray Ben
Daniel Crenshaw. But perhaps the most
fitting description for this great golfer
is champion.

The people of Augusta, Georgia, who
I represent, and golf fans around the
world recognize Ben Crenshaw as one of
the finest, most talented golfers on the
PGA circuit.

Crenshaw has been a phenomenon on
the golf course since childhood, win-
ning his first tournament, the Casis El-
ementary Open, in the fourth grade. He
continued to play through middle
school and high school, claiming sev-
eral championship titles. It was clear
then that Ben Crenshaw was on his way
to greatness.

He made school history during the
1970-71 academic year at the University
of Texas when Crenshaw became the
first freshman to capture the indi-
vidual title during the NCAA tour-
nament at the Tuscan National Golf
Club. His outstanding accomplishments
and victories that year earned
Crenshaw the privilege to be named to
the 1971 All American collegiate golf
team.

Crenshaw’s early achievement set the
stage for an extraordinary career. His
most notable achievements include
being a 19-time winner on the PGA
tour, captain of the 1999 U.S. Ryder
Cup team whose stunning comeback is
remembered as one of the most excit-
ing competitions in that match’s his-
tory.

And he’s also a two-time Masters
champion. Many will never forget the
emotional scene that played out on the
18th green when, in 1995, Crenshaw
clinched his second Masters victory
and earned yet another green jacket.
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In addition to these accomplish-
ments, he has been a tremendous am-
bassador for the game of golf, as well
as a consummate gentleman and
human being.

I had the privilege of being in Au-
gusta on April 7, 2008 before the T72nd
Master’s Tournament as Mayor Deke
Copenhaver awarded Crenshaw a crys-
tal ‘‘key to the city.” It is an honor for
me to pay tribute to a great American
golf legend, Ben Crenshaw.

——

30-SOMETHING WORKING GROUP

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ) is
recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the majority leader.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Thank
you, Madam Speaker, and good job on
my name pronunciation. I have a hard
time with it too.

Madam Speaker, I appreciate the op-
portunity to begin the 30-Something
Working Group’s special order hour to-
night. Speaker PELOSI has given us the
privilege to come to the floor night
after night to talk about the issues
that are important to the American
people, from our generation’s perspec-
tive. And it is something that we have
appreciated for a number of years be-
cause we’ve had an opportunity to en-
gage the next generation of Americans,
who clearly are yearning for their gov-
ernment to be responsive to them, to
have their confidence in their govern-
ment restored.

And tonight what we want to focus
on, ©particularly because General
Petraeus and Ambassador Crocker
came to Capitol Hill this week to talk
about the so-called progress, or lack
thereof, which is a better expression, in
the war in Iraq, we felt it was impor-
tant to highlight tonight the absolute
cost of the war in Iraq and the toll that
it is taking on, not just our military
troops, but their families and on Amer-
ica as a whole.

And I think there is no more telling
statement that could be made than the
one that was made by General Petraeus
himself in response to Senator EVAN
BAYH’Ss question, or comment, that
there was much ambiguity in Iraq. And
General Petraeus conceded that point.

General Petraeus stated this week, in
fact I believe it was today, that in Iraq
we haven’t turned any corners; we
haven’t seen any lights at the end of
the tunnel. The champagne bottle has
been pushed to the back of the refrig-
erator, he said, referencing President
Bush and former Vietnam-era General
William Westmoreland’s famous
phrases.

It is clear that we have made vir-
tually no progress, and that the only
things that we are celebrating at this
point is that there has been a reduction
in violence. I wonder what that has
brought us. What has that brought
Americans?

Well, let’s go through what the so-
called progress in Iraq that was de-
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scribed by General Petraeus today and
this week, what that’s brought us.

We spend about $339 million in Iraq
every single day, Madam Speaker. $339
million. And I’'d like to go through the
actual monetary costs of the war in a
little bit. But let me just talk about
what $339 million would get us and the
investments that we could make in
America, domestically, in the event
that we were not hopelessly mired in
this war in Iraq.

$339 million would get us 2,060 more
Border Patrol agents that could be
hired to protect our borders for a year.

18,000 more students could receive
Pell Grants to help them attend college
for a year with $339 million.

48,000 homeless veterans could be pro-
vided with a place to live for a year.

317,000 more children could receive
every recommended vaccination for a
year.

955,000 families could get help with
their energy bills through the Low In-
come Home Energy Assistance pro-
gram, that’s the LIHEAP program, for
a year.

Nearly 480,000 women, infants and
children could receive nutritional help
with the WIC program for a year.

2.6 million Americans without ade-
quate health insurance could have ac-
cess to medical and dental care at com-
munity health centers for a year for
$339 million.

More than 100 local communities
could make improvements to their
drinking water with help from the
Clean Water State Revolving Fund for
a year.

I could continue on and on, Madam
Speaker, listing all the important in-
vestments that we could and should be
making, were we not spending $339 mil-
lion in Iraq every day.

Now, let me just make that compari-
son again. I'm talking $339 million that
we’re spending in Iraq every day, and
the list I just went through details
what $339 million would buy for a year.

Now, I went home to my district a
couple of weeks ago when we went into
recess and talked to my constituents,
had a lot of interaction with them. And
you know, what was amazing was how
top of mind the economy is.

We're less than a week from the April
15 tax deadline, and I'm sure that there
are folks out there tonight that are sit-
ting and doing their taxes while trying
to figure out how they’re going to
write that check when they’re done,
and wondering how they’re going to
take their child to the doctor if they
don’t have health insurance, wondering
how they’re going to make sure that
they can put food on the table and fill
their gas tank, because now that gas is
over $3 a gallon, really over $3.30 a gal-
lon, it boggles the mind of my con-
stituents and I know the constituents
of virtually every Member, no matter
what party we represent, that we are
actually still, 5 years later, in Iraq,
with an administration that just
doesn’t seem to get it; that doesn’t
seem to be willing to recognize that it
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is time to bring our troops home; that
we have taken too great a toll.

The question that my constituents
and that Americans are asking is, how
much is too much? At what point do we
say the cost is too great?

I think you have to take a look at
the toll that this is taking on military
families. If we’re not going to say that
the investments we can’t make because
we’re spending so much money in Iraq
are worth the cost, then let’s look at
what the military leadership is saying
about the toll that this war is taking
on our troops.

An Army study of mental health, and
this is from an article a couple of days
ago, April 6 in the New York Times, an
Army study of mental health showed
that 27 percent of noncommissioned of-
ficers, a critically important group, on
their third or fourth tour, exhibited
symptoms commonly referred to as
post-traumatic stress disorders. That
figure is far higher than the roughly 12
percent who exhibit those symptoms
after one tour, and the 18% percent who
develop the disorders after a second de-
ployment, according to the study
which was conducted by the Army Sur-
geon General’s mental health advisory
team.

So we’re not talking about organiza-
tions conducting studies examining the
mental health of our troops that are
outside the military process. We're
talking about military organizations
that are saying that the strain on our
troops mentally has really reached a
breaking point.

We have combat troops that have
been sent to Iraq for a third and fourth
time, where more than one in four,
more than one in four, show signs of
anxiety, depression or acute stress, ac-
cording to an official Army survey of
soldiers’ mental health. There is an in-
creasing alarm about the mental
health of our troops and, at some
point, something has to give.

Again, when do we say enough is
enough? When do we say that we have
to make sure that we can focus on the
needs here in the United States of
America?

We are struggling with an economy
that is at its breaking point. Yet, the
economy in Iraq seems to be thriving.
The Iraqi government is actually deal-
ing with a budget surplus, and we are
facing a deficit. There’s something
wrong with that picture, Madam
Speaker.

Let me just, I really want to turn, I
think people should be given a really
clear picture about the monetary cost
that we are dealing with when it comes
to this war, this ongoing and contin-
uous war in Iraq.

This is from our nonpartisan Con-
gressional Research Service report, the
Cost of Iraq War Rising. Here’s the
breakdown of what we’re spending in
Iraq per year, per month, per week, per
day, per hour, per minute and per sec-
ond.

If you take a look at the number per
year, the amount per year that we are



		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-09-09T10:03:15-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




